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Some Thoughts on the Schools Our Children Deserve…
"Interestingly, some prominent educators, including Deborah Meier, Thomas Sergiovanni, and the late John Holt have argued that the size of each class is less important than the size of the school. Echoing Dewey, who believed no school should have more than a couple hundred students, these and other writers maintain that such a scale allows students (and teachers!) to be known, to participate directly in making decisions, and to feel part of a learning community - rather than getting lost and overwhelmed in what may feel like a factory. There is enough evidence now of such positive effects [of small school size] - and of the devastating effect
s of large size on substantial n
umbers of youngsters - that it seems morally questionable not to act on it. - from Kohn, Alfie. (1999). 
The
 
Schools Our Children Deserve.
 
Boston
, 
MA
: Houghton Mifflin Company
"Walk into our classroom during project time, and you might see children sprawled on the rug taking notes from books on the habitats of beavers or on medieval life, or two students across the room watching a videotape on Jane Goodall, or others conducting tests on the aerodynamics of paper airplanes. Go to the library down the hall (past students rehearsing a play they have written), and you might find members of the other half of the class conducting research on virtual reality or the history of Halloween. If you then go to the computer lab, you'll see, for
 
example, one student inputting survey data while another learns to write a new computer language. In short, you never know what you might experience next, or, most important, what the students might experience next.... Discipline problems are minimal
 
because students are interested in what they are doing - they see their pursuits as having
 
purpose."  
Wolk,
 
Steven. (1994) Project-Based Learning: Pursuits with a Purpose.
 Educational Leadership,
  42-45
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A Special Thank You
!
WCS has wonderful parents. We are very appreciative of all of the support, involvement, and volunteering provided by each parent
.
 We would like to thank Kevin Leivian for his resourcefulness in obtaining some furniture, table tops, lockers, and tile (which will be used for the students’ art mosaic project). Kevin had these items set aside from a construction/architecture project with which he is involved and has been bringing them to the school for our future use.  We are grateful, and excited about putting them to good use.
) (
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Important Dates!
· 
February 25 – Open House at 4595 location
· March 6
 — SSAT test
 (register online)
 
· March 11
 —
 Associate Board meetin
g
· March 19
 — Field trip to 
Leu
 
Gardens
 
· March 26
 — end of first 9 weeks, 
progress  
   reports go home
· March 31, April 1 and 2 – Spring Break
· April 8
 — Open House
· April 17 – SSAT test (register online)
· May 5-7 —SACS accreditation team visit
· May 28
—
last day of school
Upcoming Open Houses
Every few months, WCS hosts an open house for prospective parents and students to come by and see what we are all about, and meet our amazing teachers and the incredible students who come here. 
February 25—6:30 pm
April 8—6:30 pm
These are open to current and all prospective parents. Please bring a friend! (RSVP appreciated but not necessary)
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Next Year’s Elementary Class
WCS is looking forward to the establishment of a 1
st
/2
nd
/3
rd
 grade class for the 2010-2011 school year.  The class will have up to 10 students. The focus of the class will be Teaching for Understanding, with an emphasis on project based learning experiences in the content areas and across the curriculum. The class will be self contained, but will meet with older students for some afternoon group classes, community projects, and community meetings. We have already purchased a playground set to be constructed when the work is finished on the school, and have met with two possible teachers – both are brilliant, nurturing, passionate, and dedicated. The students and parents planning to be a part of this class will be excellent additions to our school and we welcome them enthusiastically. 
)




 (
Student Happenings
The food chain experiment
.  Our students, under the facilitation of Mr. John Prizer, are investigating whether it is possible to create a self-sustaining ecosystem in a fish tank. Most folks say it can’t be done.  Our students are asking questions, and looking for answers. The multi-disciplinary project incorporates biology, economics, chemistry, writing, brainstorming, and problem solving. 
) (
Construction Update!
The permits have been secured, and the contractors have the plans to begin connecting the modular building to plumbing and electric, and prepare the retention area and parking. We are looking forward to moving back into the school in another month or two. 
) (
Walden
 
Community
 
School
 is a peaceful learning environment where students
 
are challenged to think, to grow, and to make a difference. In our 21st century schoolhouse, K-12 students build a foundation of skills and knowledge for the future, developing core competencies that include the ability to communicate with clarity and grace and to think and reason critically.
To Think, To Grow, To Make a
 
Difference
) (
                     Field Trips
                  
We have scheduled the following field trips for the year, some may be added or changed,
 but here is the list as of now. 
We will send permission forms home the week prior to the trip.
February
 18
—Orlando Rep Theater, “The Giver”
March 19 – 
Leu
 
Gardens
Apri
l—
 Aiguille Rock Climbing Center
May—
Orlando
 
Museum
 of Art
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Walden Community School 
1720 Howell Branch Road
, 
Winter Park
, 
FL
 
32789
 (temporary location)     321.279.2637    
 
www.waldencommunityschool.com
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